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consuming more food than was allotted to them. In
a panic the Government drastically cut down the
supplies for the towns, with the result that in a few
weeks the morale of their urban populations was
badly shaken, and their war fervour was being
replaced by cries for peace at any price. Only by
drawing on the reserves that had been set aside for
feeding the Army did the German Government avert
a collapse in the early summer of 1917. How great
were the risks they took in cutting down the Army
supplies they realised in 1918* For our part, while
we maintained our civilian food supply at a sufficient
if frugal limit, we resolved even at the worst moment
of our food crisis not to reduce the ration of our
fighting men. It was never cut down by a single
ounce, nor was its quality allowed to deteriorate, to
the end of the War, by a single protein, calory or
vitamin. But that was a policy we could never
have carried through had it not been for our campaign
of increased production and stern rationing at home,

By May, 1917, a far-reaching system of control
over supplies had been instituted. The rates of
distribution and consumption of food had been fixed,
though in the main the observance of the limits was
R . . left on a voluntary basis. At the end of
of^ord WH the month, Lord Devonport found himself
Devonport. unable to continue his work as Food
LordRhondda Controller, owing to a serious breakdown
appointed -^ health. Under imperative orders from
his doctor he tendered his resignation. I very regret-
fully accepted it. He was replaced at the Food
Ministry by Lord Rhondda.

Among the wartime measures with which Lord
Devonport was associated during his term as Food
Controller was the further restriction of liquor.